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CHIEF RETURNING OFFICER DECISION

Re: Prabhdeep Singh Rai — Use of QR code

This decision concerns an allegation that Prabhdeep Singh Rai made use of a QR code as a means
of causing a voter’s electronic device to navigate to the voting website in his presence.

On Tuesday, 28 February 2023, at approximately 12:20h, Rai approached me on the second floor
of the Fir building on the Surrey campus, accompanied by two others. He clearly did not recognize
me as the CRO and mistook me for a student. He identified himself to me, campaigned to me,
and asked me to vote for him. He then proceeded to show me a QR code on his phone and told
me | could use it to access the voting webpage and vote for him. A photograph | took of Rai
showing me the QR code on his phone is attached to this decision.

On 27 February, 2023, at 16:56h, | sent an e-mail to all candidates informing them that | was
banning candidates and their volunteers from displaying QR codes to voters for the purpose of
causing a voter’s electronic device to navigate to the voting website in a candidate’s or volunteer’s
presence. | marked this e-mail as high priority and | allowed until midnight for the rule to come
into effect in order to allow for it to come to the attention of all candidates. The purpose of this
rule was to protect voting rights by preventing voters from being pressured into voting when they
do not want to and to avoid candidates being present when voters were voting. As such, | view
any violation of this rule as a serious offence.

When | identified myself to Rai, he claimed to be unaware of this e-mail and told me that he had
been without his phone for a period of time. However, he was able to pull up the e-mail on his
phone in front of me at that time.

| also note that the location where this took place was away from high-traffic common areas and
had no other students in it at the time, which leads me to believe that Rai campaigned there in
order to avoid detection of his use of a QR code.

| notified Rai of this allegation, provided him with a copy of the photograph, and advised him that
he was at risk of being disqualified. | invited him to provide a response, but he has not done so.



Based on the totality of the evidence, | have formed the opinion that Rai displayed QR codes to
voters for the purpose of causing a voter’s electronic device to navigate to the voting website in

his presence. This is a serious offence.

Therefore, Prabhdeep Singh Rai is disqualified from this election.

(/" JARED NASH

5 March 2023
Chief Returning Officer
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