
 
June 12, 2025 

 

The Kwantlen Student Association (KSA) has generously supported Dr. Tara Lyons’ research on the experiences of 
2SLGBTQIA+ post-secondary students since 2023. She has a team of 5 KPU student and alumni research assistants 
and we would like to acknowledge the impact of this support.   

We are very grateful for the Kwantlen Student Association (KSA)'s support of our work exploring the experiences 
of and advocating for 2SLGBTQIA+ post-secondary students. All the students involved with this project work 
multiple jobs on top of coursework, advocacy efforts, and other responsibilities. The KSA's funding allows us to 
devote more time to this project, which will help us more quickly analyze findings and recommendations so they 
can guide efforts to support 2LGBTQIA+ students at local schools, including KPU. Working on this project also gives 
us more opportunities to learn valuable research and advocacy skills that we can bring to our future work. This 
advocacy work also has the potential to positively impact our academic journey, as the research team are all part 
of the 2SLGBTQIA+ community. 

Thanks to the KSA’s funding, we have been able to engage in meaningful, student-led research that not only uplifts 
marginalized voices but also enhances the academic and professional development of those involved. This support 
has provided us with invaluable opportunities to gain hands-on research experience, contributing to the growing 
prestige and impact of KPU’s student body. 

Previous support from the KSA helped pay KPU student research assistants to develop and carry out this study, 
and helped pay 2SLGBTQIA+ students to participate in focus groups on their experiences. The KSA's continued 
support will help pay student research assistants as we finish data analysis, prepare reports and manuscripts on 
our findings, and work with administrators and service providers at KPU and other local post-secondary schools 
to implement student recommendations. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kai Barcellos Luna, Liam Ruel, and the rest of the KPU research assistants working on Dr. Lyons’ team 


